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that matter. 


Awash in pollution: Restoring North Carolina's sick rivers to health will require a major policy about- 
face 

By Lisa Sorg 

Kemp Burdette, the Cape Fear Riverkeeper: "I'm raising my two daughters on the river. They drink the water 
every day. That fact worries me." (Photo: Cape Fear River Watch) 

Like most people who grow up on the water, Kemp Burdette is different from his landlocked friends. Undeterred 
by dampness, wary but not terrified of alligators, he is in tune with the calm and the fury of the Cape Fear River. 
He has paddled its entire 202-mile length. He knows every bend from its headwaters in Hayward, at the border 
of Lee and Chatham counties, to its mouth at the Atlantic Ocean. 

He grew up in Wilmington and has spent nearly his entire life there, drinking the city's water, which comes from 
the river, every day. The river literally is part of him. His family is raising their two young daughters in 
Wilmington. The river is also part of them. 

His experience with the Cape Fear brought him to Raleigh yesterday, where he urged the House Select 
Committee on River Quality to more stringently regulate industry and the contaminants they routinely discharge 
in the state's waterways. "The way we regulate contaminants is like Russian roulette," Burdette said. "We 
should require industry to show their waste streams don't endanger human health and the environment. The 
state may warrant stronger protections than at the federal level." 

It's unfortunate that besides the committee chairs and co-chairs, only four of the nine members of the rank-and- 
file membership - Representatives Pricey Harrison, Jimmy Dixon, Bob Steinburg and Bill Brisson - were 
present for Burdette's speech. Because the legislature, particularly in the past six years, has routinely passed 
laws that have weakened environmental protections. [Read more ...] 

Progressive Pulse Blog: 

• Want a better economy? Make sure wealthy residents pay their fair share 

• Dan Forest: Making nice with frightening religious extremists 

• Federal court appoints special master to decide if NC racial gerrymanders remain unconstitutional 

• Editorial: “Public outrage” required to get legislative leaders to act on GenX pollution 

• Texas abortion case highlights the dystopian world Trump and his religious right allies would implement 

• Pipeline builders’ group starts “incident database” to track protests 


























Daily Radio Commentary: 

• Progress and human rights for LGBT North Carolinians 

Daily News: 

• House Passes Budget Blueprint, Clearing Path for Tax Overhaul 

The New York Times 

• DeVos’s Schedule Is Heavy on Religious and Charter Schools 

The New York Times 

• Stanford law professor could help draw NC legislative districts 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Judges to hire expert to aid evaluating N Carolina districts 

A.P ./ WRAL.com 

• Judges want independent expert to look at NC legislative maps 

WRAL.com 

• Leader of church at center of scandal attends fundraiser for Lt. Gov. Forest 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Legislators grapple with science, scope, of industrial chemicals in NC water 

WRAL.com 

• Gov. Cooper must give fired state workers their jobs back, judge rules 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Governor Roy Cooper announces 47 new jobs at Mars Hill’s Advanced Superabrasives facility 

Mountain Xpress 

• Trump holding back some JFK files, others are out 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• NC's growing trash problem poses challenge 

WRAL.com 

• New Wilmington pre-K classrooms give kids a head start 

Wilmington Star News 

• A World War II veteran from Canton receives a big honor 

Asheville Citizen Times 

• Thom Tillis to host bipartisan dog costume party for the Senate 

USA Today 

Daily Editorials: 

• King Berger: ‘Will no one rid me of these meddlesome judges?’ 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Tillis reveals ruthless ends-justify-the-means reign in legislature 

WRAL.com 

• Funding will be needed to battle opioid epidemic 

Wilmington Star News 

• Prison safety needs review 
The Fayetteville Observer 

• Campaign dirt may backfire in city elections 
The Fayetteville Observer 

• Access for all 
Journalnow.com 

• Charlotte has two capable candidates for mayor. We think one has the edge 

Charlotte Observer 

• 70 seconds, five lives 

Greensboro News & Record 




























Donate 


Our work is supported by readers like you. 

Help us to continue expanding our aggressive reporting and thoughtful 
commentaries. Make a tax-deductible financial contribution today! 


Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: To get regular updates from A/C Policy Watch , you can now follow us on Facebook and Twitter . 
Join the policy debate at The Progressive Pulse blog. 
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